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JE eſleem it our higheſt honour, to ſetve you. 22 Wy 
VV. and our peculiar joy toheas of ygut proſperity. We are 
:--glad to find by your letters, that all the aſſoeiating churches con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in che faith; That, excepting, a fowy they.cnijoythe 
ſtated- means of grace, and; Mat ſome have. rectiyed conſiderable | 
- additions We with; we; could: PO Pave: that peace and en | 
Ait aboundln all. Haare ng 2007 21 
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114 bre aſtening fo: the: eternal, a) ere we mu andb e- 
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- heart Alpen Sar in its een eee 3 leither 
liuffer ade gallen Par grate a. lin- wengi oren- 
18 Joy, che pliſd ful ſmiles of our adordble Saviour, wat] 4 end. 
2213 Permit us therefore, Brethben, ag) Par: dying miniſters, to ad- 
by” dreſs you as 'Qur- dyang- people, wit od and. eternity tall in | 
view thou great Moler of aſſembles, faſten the advice of | 
thy ſervants in every! heart, as a fail in a: ſure, place Isis with 
your ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, which we, truſt ape dearer 
to us than our ves, that! we are particularly n cggncerned 2: | 
to promate your ſpiritualwzllfare we: pray, Wei N we 
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ceived and improved. Yoy indeed attend the worſhip-of God ; _ 
you embrace evangelical truths'; you profeſs the religion of Je- 
ſus, and appear concerned for its credit and ſupport: All this +. 
atffords us pleaſure, attrafts our eſteem, and induces us to hope 
that you are. heirs of ſalvation. -But alas! how many are there 
who ſatisfy, and thereby deceive themſelves with the bare ex- 
ternals of religion, while they are utter ſtrangets to vital godli- 
neſs! Permit us, Brethren, to entertain a godly jealouſy over 
45 For though the lamps of many burn ſo bright, that we 
aye no juſt reaſon to doubt of their being wiſe virgins; yet the 
lamps 0 others are ſo dim and languid, that we greatly fear, 
leſt they ſhould appear at laſt to be fooliſh virgins.” © 
We are grieved at heart to. behold ſigns of declenſion among 
you. Are not ſome unſtable and wavering ? Some likewarm 
and inactive? Some light and trifling' in their dhiconrſe? Some 
too much atfathed to the profits, pleaſures, and honors of the 
Vorl P. Others raſh and opinionative, of a cenſorious unforgiv- 
ing ſpirit, directly oppoſite to the chriſtian temper ?* The great 
truths which you profeſs to believe, are of a holy and heavenly 
nature, and calculated to mortify the body of fin in its various 
members, like our Lord's ſentence on the barren fig- tree that 
 Withered in all its roots and branches, and to err okay in 
grace; and bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs. We wiſh you 
not only elearly to underſtand the glorious truths of the goſpel, 
but like wiſe experinientally and powerfully to feel their renew- 
ing energy, that you may be pure in heart, lowly in mind, hea- 
veuly in affe ctions, ſavoury-in converſation, holy in life, uſeful | 
in the world, and divinely happy in your own fouls. - 
That you may abeund in the exerciſe of 3 divine 
peace; in good works, and in holy thankfulneſs to the God of 
your ſalvation; we earneſtly beſeech you carefully to guard 
againſt all /petnicious' errors in dotctrine experience and practice, 
and to bring all your religious ſentiments, feelings, and actions, 
to the unerring teſt of God's word; our only infallible rule in 
mattels of religion: Buy the truth coſt what it will, and ſell it 
J P io ett 89 
Draw no concluſions from the [ſecret decrees of God, that 
are difhohcurable to any of his, attributes, inconfiſlent with the 
facred ſcriptures, or in the leaſt degree, productive of preſump- 
don on the one hand, or of defpair on the other: Let the di- 
1 threatenings guard you againſt the former; and the divine 
y preſerve: you from the latter ; The moral law, which is as 
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immutable as its author the King eternal, forbids and condemns 
every fin, while the everlaſting goſpel promiſes pardon and ſal- 
vation to every one that repents an es; ſo that preſump- 
tion and deſpair, which are V deſtrutiive, are by the word 
of God equally forbidden. We with you therefore, to have a 
clear, diſtintt, and operative knowledge of the precepts and 
ſanction of the law, and of the fulneſs and freeneſs of the 
grace of the goſpel, that you may carefully obey the command, 
and cheerfully confide in the promiſe, and ſo be kept at an equal 
diſtance from abominable libertiniſm and ſelf-righteouſneſs, from 
delufive hopes and flaviſh fears. TV 
Content yourſelves with no religion but thats of the heart; 
which is founded in a divinely- enlightened underſtanding, and 
conſiſts in affections corref ondent to the word and perfee- 
tions of God. Be careful; that you do not miſtake ſome fa- 
vourite notion for evangelical truth, natural paſhon fo the work 
of the ſpirit; tranſient convittion for true repentanbèg a partial 
reformation for a thorough converſion, an orthodox ereed for a 
living faith, a party ſpirit for chriſtian zeal, and a warm imagi- 
nation for ſpiritual joy. True grace illuminates the underſtand- 
ing, humbles the mind, purifies the heart, ſpiritualizes the af- 
fettions, regulates the temper, determines the condutt, diffuſes 
its influence thro” the whole man, is active, prevailing, immortal. 
Carefully diſtinguiſh between faith ind afforimee; which ſome 
have injudieiouſly blended together. Faith is a humble confi- 
dence in the Son of God for eternal life, founded upon the de- 
claration of the goſpel, accompanied with a cordial approbation 
ofithe law of God, and may ſubſiſt With perplexing doubts re- 
ſpecting its truth and reality: Faith, which is the eye of the be- 
heving ſoul; may, like that of the body, clearly diſcern the ob- 
je of its truſt and delight, and not be able to behold itſelf. 
Place then your entire confidence in Chriſt for the whole of ſal- 
vation: Let the declarations and promiſes of the goſpel be your 
only warrant for believing in him; and confider your pureſt 
principles, happieſt frames, and holieſt duties; not as the foun- 


dation, but the ſuperſtructure of faith: Let not your ſweeteſt 


experiences, which are at beſt but ſhallow ciſterns, but Chriſt | 
alone be the ſource of your comfort, and conſtantly live upon 
5 ; . a #.. '. & x . . . 

that inexhauſtible fountain. Aſſurance is à perſonal application 
of the promiſe of eternal life to every one that believethz appli- 
ed by the operation of the holy Spirit, and enjoy ed in the exer- 
ciſe of faith, love, and all the other — which conſtitute the 
chriftian temper: It has for its evidence. an alive faith and 
revailing holineſs; andts liable to be interrupted by innumera- 
ble imperfections, temptations and jealouſies; and therefore its 
degrees myſt be 2 various in different believers, aud 
in the ſame believer at different times: A chriſtian ſpirit, the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, and the continued exerciſe of grace, are 
the beſt evidenees of @ reab converſion,” Earneſtly =D 8 
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fore, dear Brethren, to attain and enjoy this precious privilege 
By a lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and a conſcientious di e of 
every chriſſian duty. The bloſſom of {piritual conſolation 1s to 
be gathered only on the tree of righteoufneſs :, Prize the flower, 
but be chiefly concerned for the fruit. Self. love may incline us 
to deſire comfort, but the love of God will make us thirſt for 
purity. O be careful that your joy be the joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and dread that kind of aſſurance, if it may be ſo ad, 
which, is not attended with holineſs of heart and life, as the moſt 
dangerous and deſtruttive deluſion: For if the righteous ſcarcely 
be eel where ſhall the ungodly and the inner appear? | 

.Do not confound but rightly diſtinguiſh between natural and 

moral inabilitiy: Natural inability. is, a defect in the natural pow- 
ers, either of the body or mind, and is not, ſimply conſidered, 
chargeable with guilt: Moral inability, founded in the depravity 
of nature, is a, diſinclination to the love and enjoyment. of God, 
which ſhould be greatly lamented, and can be no excuſe for the 
non-performance of duty. _ 5 


Diligently watch againſt all hypocritical views in your per- 
formance of religious duties, formality and lukewarmneſs in your 
private devotions, vain imaginations in publick worſhip, a cap- 

[L1QUS, diſpoſition in hearing;;the word, a worldly. converſation 

dn the hob ſabbath, and a ſenſual temper. thro' the Whole of 

life: Set che Lord always before you, and approve your thoughts, 

words, and actions, to that holy and jealous God, Wh cannot 
be deceiyed, who will not be mocked, and who muſt be wor- 

ſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. Habituate yourſelves to meditate 

on the objetts of faith and the | glories of heaven: Feaſt yqur 
ſouls en redeeming love: Drink deeper and deeper into the ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel: Live to Chriſt: Die to the world: And let 
your chriſtian temper, ſpiritual purſuits, and heavenly conver- 
ſation ſhew, that you are ſtrangers on the earth, , heirs of God, 

and expettants of eternal glor x. 
Let truth and e a7 love and charity he equally the. 

objects of your: warmeſt eſteem, and in your purſuit of the one, 

bed ever careful that you do nat, loſe ſigbht of the other: 

Deieſt all intolerant principles, while you zealouſly oppoſe every 

dangerous error: Proportionate your zeal to the importance of 

its object, and the ſtrength of evidence by which it is revealed: 

Lei thoſe ho are 11 poſitive, ſelf-conceited and cenſori- , 

ous, if ſuch there be among you, ſuſpe& at leaſt, their pre- 

tenſions to infallibility . calmly conſider, that what they 
embrace as truth, may, in ſome inſtances, be error, and that 
the intereſt of he lowIy Jeſus ſhould be ever ſuppor ted with 

lave and hunilityrtr rr 1 f 

Studiouſſy endeauvour, by a. diligent and prudent management 
of your wWorldly affairs, by an honeſt and harmleſs converſation, 
by a lowly? and; courteous deportment, univerſally to recom- 
mend the religion of Chriſt: Affeclionstely eſieem all men as 
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your fellow-creatures, and all good men as our fellow - chriſ- 
tians; and be truly concerned for the eternal welfare of your 
ignorant and periſhing neighbours. n —_ : 


Let the ſtones and timber of your habitations bear witneſs to 
your upright, peaceable, and affettionate behaviour in your re- 


ſpedtive families and reſpettive relations: Be in reality in your 


own. houſes, what you appear to be in the houſe of the Lord: 
And let the duties of the cloſet, and the family keep pace with 


voir ſecular employments. 


* 4 


In the houſe of God conduR. yourſelves as the children of 
God: Be exceedingly careful that you neither give nor take of- 
fence ; timely extirpate every root of bitterneſs ; follow the 
things that make for peace; provoke one another to love and 
benevolence ; bear. one another's burden ; ſympathize with the 
weak, the afflifted and tempted ; make proper allowances for 
different capacities; let truth and love be the bond of union; 
and let ore 2 contribute to the welfare of the whole. Let the 
authority of Chriſt preſide in your church meetings, and let his 
word, example, and ſpirit be the rule, and his glory the end 
"of your church-diſciphne : While you carefully maintain order, 
truth, and purity, dread and diſcountenance, a ſelhſh, froward, 
ever- bearing temper, as abſolutely contrary to the genius of the 
goſpel; 9 injurious to the intereſt of chriſtianity, and 
productive of diſcord in the church of God: Officers in par- 
ticular, and private members in general, ſhould- take heed that 
nothing be done thro' ſtrife, or vain glory, but in lowlineſs of 
mind let each eſteem others better than himſelf. Let meek- 
neſs and charity rule in your hearts; let the image of Chriſt 
adorn your minds; and let your converſation ſhine in your re- 
ſpettive neighbourhoods. O, Brethren! we wiſh, we long to 
ſee the city of our Wlemnities a quiet habitation, uniform, 
Fe pa and ſhining, the very ſuburbs of the beavenly Jeru- 
em. ae gy nr opts oo 8 

We heartily join with you in lamenting the preſent melan- 
cholly ſtate of the empire, and in earneſtly recommending our 
Eing and country to the bleſſing and protection of Almighty 
| God ;-1n his providence and grace may we cheerfully truſt, and 
meet at length in his glorious kingdom. Come, my people, 
enter thou into thy chambers; and ſhut thy doors about thee: 
Hide thy felf as it were for a little moment, until the indignas.. 
tion be overpaſt. Now the Lord of peace himfelf {76 you 
peace always, by all means, and preſerve you blameleſs unto 
the. coming of Jelus Chill. The Lord be with you all. 


Signed an the unanimous. I. 
fequeſt of the aſſemb- ane tofu] Cc A. L E B E V A N 8. 
x, by the Moderator. rr ðĩðâ1d 
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CCCP 
Wrorrspax afternoon. at three o'clock, Minifters, Mef- 
© engers, &c. met according to appointment, Brother Pyne of 
Debi zesprayed—the preliminaries of the aſſociation were read. 
Brother C. Evans was choſen MonfgRKATOR the letters froth. 
the chirches were read—minutes of their contents taken—Bro- 
tber B. Francis deſired to draw up the General letter Brother 
Philips, of Sarum prayed. —The aſfembly then adjourned to 
HALF PAST SIX. The ſervice was opened by ſinging a ſuitable - 
Ebymn. Brother Enock Frances prayed. Brother Day preached 
from [/zi, 64. 8. But now, O Lord, Thot art bur Father. Af- 
ter finging, Brother J. Stephens clofed the fervice in prayer. 
Tubss DAY MoRRNINCG SEVEN o'clock, our Brethren, 
Taylor, M. Harris, Ferrabee, and S. Dunſcombe, ſucceeded 
each other in prayer, The General letter was then read, una- 
nimoufly approved, and at the requeſt of the aſſembly ſigned by 
the Moderator. This ſervice was concluded in prayer by our 
Brother Alltop. | ; Þ 8 5 ANTS Ta T9 * (08 + $65 . e * 
Ar EN opened the public ſervice, by finging as before. Bro- 
ther Sotte ridge prayed, © Brother Sprague prayed. Our Brother 
C. Eoans preached from Matt. 5. 47. What do ye more than 
others? Brother Day prayed. Brother Kingdon preached from 
2. Cor. 4. 6. For God who commanded the'l:ght to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of Cod in the face of Feſus Chriſt, Sang 
at the uſual intervals of worſhip,” and cloſed the yvuBL1ic sER- 
vic in prayer by our Brother H. Evans. Vj 
A rob, the Miniſters and Meffengers aſſembled again. 
The ſtate of the ſmall but increaſing ASSOC1AT1ON Fund was 
laid before them by the Moderator, Tt appeared that the ballance 
in hand, excluſive of this year's collections, was FtyTY pounds 
and four-pence, That there had been upwards of thzrty hound 
expended out of this fund, including the profits ariſing from the 
fall of the annual letter.; that the above balance of ,ffy pounds 
was for the preſent locked up in an edition of Catechiſws'for the 
uſe of the churches, and that the amount of the collections this 
year was 221. 14S. 6VV%V%%ͥ T—T. 8 
Brother Day reported, that he had it in charge from our de- 
ceaſed Brother Hann, whenton ns dying bed, to return the Af. 
ſociation his moll affectionate thanks for the kind aſſiſtance they 
had afforded him out of this fund, arid for all their acts of Ilbera- 
lity and brotherly love towards him. The affembl lin return, 
unammeuſly expreſſed their grateful joy, that it had baden in 
their power to relieve and comfort in his declining years, ſo ve- 
nerabſe a Brother, who had long been an ornament to his charac- 
BT „their 


68 4 


U 


2 


> 


; v #24; : 8 Cy _ . = 
LY 3 We, . a | ** | _ : 2 . G . i | 
ter in general, and 40 the Baptiſt denomination, and this aſembs 


I u in particular. rn 


Seetal applications were then made from different churches, 
for ſome alan from this fund towards repairing their reſpecs 
tive places of worſhip, and INERHNN NONE Guintas were vots 
del for chat purpoſe.— The Moderator was alſo deſired out of this 
fund to purchaſe 250 of the N onconformilt's Catechiſm, by Mr, 
_  Patmer of Hackney, and ip diſtribute them amongſt the aſſociated 
churches.—And it was further agreed to alliſt in a miſſion ws 
Cornwall; and to defray any expence our Brethren might be-aty 
on account of VvirLace PREACHING, Which it is the earnelÞ 
 wiſhof this aſſociation to encourage as much as poſſible. | 
Angreed, cordially to unite_in any reſpettful application that 
may be made to parkament, to repeal the penal flatutes againkf 
- Proteſtant Diſſenters, and to enlarge the terms of the att of tos 
leration; the preſent. time, being in the opinion of this aſſoctas 

tion, proper r that purpoſe, . 9 
Agreed, to recommend the church at Falmouth in Cornwall, 
as highly worthy encouragement. The intereſt there, if pro- 
. der e een tO this aſſociation, is likely to be 
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VJ 
they want 3 { 29 to diſcharge : as allo. the alſiſlance of the 
Funds, to enable them comfortably to ſupport a miniſter, The 
„church at Makfham, Wilts, finding it neceſſary to add galleries 
to their new place of worſhip, agreed to recommend their caſe te 


| * Tuch of the churches to whom they have not already applied 


=y 


for afliftance. | 5 | 

- ., Agreed, That welfare obliged to our Brethren, who conſtitute 
the ſeveral other aſſociations in this kingdom for their ready 
compliance with our requeſt, of opening a. friendly” corteſpous 
dence with, them ; that we hope for che contintance of ſuch 
correſpondence and humbly recommend it to their conſidera- 
tion, whether their aſſociations might not be improved by the 


. 


© eftablithment of . fund, with that which has been lately 
formed by this aſſociation ; the plan of which, the Sectetafy is 
denied to; ay before them, n. 
© Agreed, Earneſtly to requeſt the churches in this aſſociation, te 
endeavour to be peculiarly ſerious and ſolemn in their obſervation 
of days of humiliation and prayer, as the Lord appears ſo evi- 
dently to have a controverſy with this guilty nation, and our 
circumſtances are fo truly alarming. | . 


. 


WepNnEesDayY afternoon THREE o'clock, in the week Ar TER 
the Whitſun week, it being inconvenient to our friends at Eæon, 
to have the meeting in the Whitſun week, on account ef a great” 
fair at that time. Our Brethren, B. Francis and C. Evans iv 
preach the ſermons, or in caſe of failure our Brother Day, 
The Aﬀociation was then finally cloſed in prayer by the 
Moderator. 4 


Acgreed, To hold the next Aſſociation at Exon. To begin 


x os 
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C. 75 4s 14 ; 313. ' A . . vy 5 4 er 3 
Since the laſt 'Aﬀociation, . the accounts ſent from the 
Churches, are as follow. e ee YL 
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Increases i 5s 66 

N. B. The increaſe in this aſſociation in the year 1777, was 
21. In the Leiceſterſtire aſſociation 12. In the Welch 119. 
In the Midland 24.——Total 181. The Eaſtern aſſociation 


does not mention the increaſe, And in ſeveral parts of the 


Country the ſiſter Churches hold fellowſhip by à circular double 
ledture during the ſummer half year; but have o annual Aſſocia- 
tion, ſo that an exact account of their ſtate could not be procur- 
ed In the general, we have the happineſs to learn that they 
ñ ñ ß 8 
ee nnr ian i: eas rt, | 5 Fg 
A Wilſon's Scripture Manual at 7s. 6d. per hundred. Baptiſt 
© Catechiſm ditto—with the Scripture Proofs, 138. per hundred 
| Scripture Expoſition of the Catechiſm, by our Brother Beddome 
18. in canvas, —18. 3d. in ſheep, and 18. 6d. in calf :—To be 
had by applying to our Brother C. Evans, No. 3, Montague- 
| ſtreet, Briſtol. —As alſo the new Collection of Hymns wick 
2 Supplement, the third edition, gs. in ſheep—g8. 6d. in calf. 
J 0 thoſe who take fix together a/eventk will be allowed gratis. 
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